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Seasonal greetings to all SGG partners, supporters
and friends wherever you may be.

I

t has been another unusual year for SGG. For the
second year running covid & travel restrictions
have meant that we have not been able to undertake
fieldwork in East Africa. Everything we have to
report has been done at a distance. That does
not signify that little has happened: in some ways
Carole and I have been busier than ever while SGG
has moved in a slightly different direction from
our customary activities. Once again I have no

photographs taken by Carole or myself, so this year
we are reliant on photo snaps taken by our African
partners. Some of these photos are of good quality,
but others illustrate a useful point and are simply the
best I can do. SGG’s perspective is that it is a major
step forward when our African partners are able
to produce their own progress reports – how very
different from 16 years ago, when it was so difficult
to obtain reliable information.

Commonwealth Blue Charter countries have
asked Rotary International to implement mangrove
restoration, so SGG has funded youth & women’s
groups in Tanzanian coastal communities to plant
8,000 mangroves. Funds have been channelled
through www.fairtree.org who have provided the
photo above left. Such mangroves are important
for ‘blue carbon’, which is a more efficient method
of carbon capture than terrestrial planting. The
basis of this is that much of the carbon absorbed
by mangroves becomes trapped in the seabed
sediments. You can read about this in www.
thebluecarboninitiative.org. Such mangroves also
play a vital role for coastal communities in that they
are a significant source of income and protection
against severe coastal storms & flooding.

Another Rotary initiative is an experimental project
to plant trees with seedballs. Read about this new
method of planting at https://www.seedballskenya.
com. Although many of the seeds will not germinate
and eventually produce mature trees, this is far
cheaper than conventional methods of tree planting.
It is also a method particularly suitable for marginal
farming areas with unreliable rains or degraded
vegetation. SGG is working with 7 Rotary clubs and
hundreds of farmers, who have so far distributed
more than 25,000 seedballs. The photo above
right shows members of Upendo group near Busia
collecting 100 seedballs each of Sesbania sesban
to plant on the own farms. Sesbania is an excellent
source of fodder and a ‘soil-improver’.

ESRAG Website
How have Carole and I managed to be so busy this year? While confined to the home
office for much of the year, SGG has been able to greatly expand our network of partners.
Much of this has come about by our contribution to the Environmental Sustainability Rotary
Action Group [ESRAG] website, which has been developed over the last year in response to
the Rotary International announcement in June 2020 that ‘support for the environment’ was
to become a special point of focus for both local and international projects. If you examine
http://www.esraggbi.org/projects you will see that SGG is a stakeholder in 10 of the
featured projects - all except litter & pollution.

Orphans and vulnerable children in Busia
Much of our previous years’ schedule involved giving talks on SGG projects in the hope of
gaining some sponsorship. That activity has been greatly reduced since lockdown so we
faced a funding crisis for our longest running project, support of 450 orphans & vulnerable
children in Busia, Kenya. Our response to this situation was to spend much more time
making funding appeals to various grant-making trusts, rather than our customary focus on
African fieldwork. The consequence of this different approach to development work is that,
six months after starting making regular appeals, we have sufficient funding to provide a
regular salary for two coordinators as well as maintaining the whole OVC programme.

Kitchen gardens
Although SGG has struggled with funding issues for much of the last year we have been
able to develop an increasingly important part of the OVC programme, kitchen gardens,
thanks to our regular horticultural sponsor and a substantial grant from Sherwood Sunrisers
Rotary Club. You can read about this via the link at www.esraggbi.org/projects/gardens.

Here [see above right] women members of Mukwano
are tending their communal garden where there
is a crop of sukumawiki. This is probably the most
popular green vegetable found in Busia – now grown
in small plots like this not just for home consumption
but also for commercial sales. The other photo [see
above left] shows members from Upendo women’s
group harvesting ‘spider plant’. This is a traditional
indigenous vegetable, which is increasingly being
grown. Indigenous vegetables, [e.g. amaranth, black

nightshade] have the advantage of being well suited
to the local weather & soil conditions. Furthermore,
they grow much more quickly and require far less
water than maize, which is the dominant crop in West
Kenya. This is a case of small-scale farmers adjusting
to ‘climate smart’ farming in preparation for damaging
climate change. It is particularly pleasing to see both
pawpaw and bananas visible in the background.
The message of more fruit and vegetables for better
nutrition is beginning to reach these farmers.

The ‘UNICEF Nutrition Strategy 2020-2030’ indicates the importance of such horticultural
development. It states that “Deficiencies in essential vitamins and minerals can result
in devastating consequences for children’s survival, growth and development. Vitamin
A deficiency, iron deficiency, folic acid deficiency, zinc deficiency and iodine deficiency
– independently or in combination – are associated with a significantly increased risk of
mortality, morbidity, blindness, hearing impairment, anaemia, poor linear growth and
cognitive development, suboptimal learning and school performance, and lower productivity
and wages in adulthood.” Such nutritional deficiencies are likely to occur particularly in
children aged 6 to 23 months who are not fed a diverse diet which includes variety of
vegetables and fruits. Thus, although SGG can be pleased with how we have provided
additional food to some 450 OVCs, we must pay more attention to child nutrition and an
increase in intensive ‘kitchen garden production’ in the future.

Tree projects
A major topic of great public interest this year has been climate change, particularly as
the world has witnessed a series of environmental catastrophes [wildfires in California,
more frequent flooding in the UK, melting of subsoil permafrost in Siberia associated with
release of methane] and increased frequency of extreme weather. SGG is heavily involved
in this issue as an increase in tree cover is one of the major strategies for climate change
mitigation. Although we have not been able to travel to Africa this year to confirm tree
counts, the news we have on tree projects is generally good. By 27th May our records
indicated that 80,056 trees were newly planted or planned with SGG supporting such
planting on 178 individual, mainly on-farm, schemes. Since then we have sponsored
the planting of 8,000 mangroves on the Tanzania coast in order to initiate a blue carbon
scheme, and also 5,000 trees to encourage forest regeneration on the Zomba plateau,
Malawi. We have several important partners where tree counts have yet to be done, so are
confident of achieving our 100,000 planting target.

Here [see top right photo] are a group of planters
assisting at the Kipsaina project. This started
as a wetland conservation scheme to protect
endangered biodiversity, but it has developed
into a comprehensive community development
project with water-harvesting, sanitation
improvements etc. SGG’s involvement concerns
tree-planting especially in the transition zone
between the wetland and nearby farms. So far
we have paid for the planting of 8,000 trees.
It is intended that many of these trees will be
indigenous species, maintained for carbon
capture purposes.
In Malawi on the edge of Zomba Plateau the
situation is very different. Here [see lower right]
the NGO ZombaTreez is trying to restore the
local forest area. There is some ‘spot-planting’ of
indigenous species but much of this restoration
work is a combination of rewilding plus
employing local community groups to put out
any wildfires. This is much more effective than
just tree-planting. Once again, SGG plans to
invest some of our funds in carbon capture trees.
At this time of climate change crisis SGG invites
everybody to reduce their carbon footprint by
tropical tree-planting for carbon capture.

Water supply
One SGG project were there has been some renewed activity is improved water supply.
Thanks to two SGG funding grants we have partnered with the Finnish NGO Liana and
enabled their team of local Tanzanian builders to construct water-harvesting systems at
Cleopas Changaja Msuya Secondary School and Kwakoa Primary. These two projects were
relatively straightforward for us to organise with the help of Liana, but they will make a big
difference to those two schools in Tanzania. See www.liana-ry.org for details.

New partnerships
While SGG has been confined to the home office for long periods of 2021 we have taken
the opportunity to develop our network of partners and increase the locations where SGG
is active. One new partner is ev.energy who are currently the main sponsor for carbon
capture planting in the Kipsaina project. Another involves the establishment of two new
tree nurseries in Mubende District, Uganda. However, the most exciting of these new
developments is a partnership based in Zomba district, Malawi. The significance of this
project is that it is the first SGG project to combine at the initial project concept stage both
community development and environmental improvement. This project involves four-way
collaboration between SGG, ZombaTreez who are responsible for project implemention,
Tiyeni.org who specialise in training Malawian farmers in soil improvement techniques, and
of course the local community. Within the 5 year programme there are three major strands ie.
• Tiyeni training on ‘deep bed farming’ methods to double agricultural output and
improve local food supply. Browse www.tiyeni.org for details,

The photo left illustrates what SGG would like to achieve in
2022: international collaboration which engages local African
communities to be actively involved in the restoration of
their own environmental resources. Such projects have the
potential to raise people out of their current poverty and at the
same time improve environmental conditions for the benefit
of all. These are young planters from the local community
at the ZombaTreez tree nursery. SGG is now searching for
sponsors who are prepared to support this type of community
development in Malawi and elsewhere south of the Sahara.

• Kitchen garden development with a combination of double-dug raised beds,
permaculture methods and agroforestry planting particularly to improve mother and
child nutrition,
• Forest restoration work to protect local water supplies, improve local biodiversity in
order to promote tourism and employment outside farming, and to capture carbon for
climate change mitigation. View www.zombatreez.org for more details.

Thank you for your support
This last year SGG has watched from afar as Africans make progress. We would like to offer our seasonal greetings
to all of you who have supported such progress. Thank you for your generosity. Carole and I look forward to
continuing our SGG projects in the coming year, and we hope that you are able to join us in our activities.
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